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that, while the going is good, he should be encour-
aged to travel over the most necessary ground.

As far as I remember, we were never " taught"
English, but I do not really think our education
suffered thereby, Mr. Lloyd was a fine reader and
used to read to us a good deal. I have a vivid
recollection of King Solomon's Mines, which had
then just appeared. It is perhaps a sign of advancing
years, but I must confess that the boys' books of the
present day seem to me inferior to those which we
then read with avidity. Ballantyne was our favour-
ite author, and I am quite sure that The Dog Crusoe
deserves to survive, whether it does so or not. There
was always in Ballantyne an improving chapter in
the middle which could be skipped with impunity,
and for the rest the young heroes whose adventures
we devoured were very natural people, not too great
or too good for human nature's daily food.

Next, though at a considerable interval, came
W. H. G. Kingston with his Three Midshipmen who
rose, inevitably but not monotonously, to Three
Admirals, and, again some way behind, Henty, who
taught one a good deal of history, not without
occasional tedium. No doubt their modern suc-
cessors are excellent people, but none of them seem
to make the same universal appeal. Of course boys
now read books not primarily written for them, and,
much though I enjoy P. G. Wodehouse or the
modern detective story, I am old-fashioned enough
to think that they should come later in life. And